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Abstract

A study on the struggle of memory surrounding the
helicopter gunshot of the May 18 Democratization Movement

Hee-Song Kim

(Chonnam National University)

This study analyzes the process of the memory struggle surrounding helicopter
gunshot and its meaning based on the observation of Jeon Doo-Hwan trial, and
grasps the actual truth of helicopter gunshot. The helicopter gunshot was an
incident that was directly opposed to the right of self defense gunshot, which is
the basis of the Jeon Doo-hwan new military regarding the suppression of the
“Gwangju Uprising’, and the intense struggle on the truth of gunshot has been
going on until now. The Jeon Doo-Hwan trial was a space of memory struggle to
reveal the substantial truth of helicopter gunshot that has been distorted and
concealed by the new military. The official memory of new military in the cause
of self defense gunshot resulted in denial and concealment of helicopter gunshot.
That is why there are no military records on helicopter gunshot. The Jeon
Doo-Hwan trial has revealed the process in which the counter-memory of

helicopter gunshot has been reorganized into the official memory of society.

Key Words: May 18 Democratization Movement, helicopter gunshot, struggle of

memory, politics of memory, Jeon Doo-Hwan trial
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