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Abstract

A study on Composition of the Executives of the Seoul
Residents’ Autonomy Board: Focusing on Securing
Democratic representativeness

Suegyung Shin
(Director, Ph.D. Student, Hanshin University)
Sanghun Lee
(Corresponding author, Professor, Hanshin University)

This study analyzes the limitations of the composition of the executives of ‘the Seoul
Residents Autonomy Board' and seeks a democratic composition plan to secure the
representativeness of residents. As a result of theoretical consideration, there are two
main things needed to construct the executives democratically. First, it is necessary to
expand the authority of the residents' autonomy board, to secure the importance of
executive duties, and independence in order to guarantee democratic participation.
Second, in order to secure democratic representativeness, the organization of
executives through sortition(lottery) considering gender ratios should be sought.

In other words, democratic responsibility can be realized as a result of
guaranteeing democratic participation and securing democratic representation. Based
on this, the survey on the actual condition of the demonstration project of ‘the Seoul
Residents” Autonomy Board’ of 23 autonomous regions in Seoul and the ordinances by
autonomous regions were analyzed, and in-depth interviews were conducted on the
practitioners of the residents autonomy board of five autonomous regions.

To summarize the plan that the executive of the residents’ autonomy board can
secure democratic representativeness based on this, first, the organization of the
executive delegation considering the gender ratio of four or more men and
women, second, the composition of the autonomous president by sortition(lottery)
within the executives’ delegation, and third, the minimum term of the president
within one year to prevent the formation of vested rights and secure opportunities
to increase collective intelligence. In the end, in order to increase the possibility of
success of the residents autonomy board, it is important to secure the democratic
representativeness of the residents” autonomy board executives.

Key Words: Residents' Autonomy Board, Residents” Autonomy, Composition of
Executives, Democratic representativeness, Sortition
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