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Abstract

Child Social Care of Community Children's Center: From the
Perspective of Care Publicity

Seon Mi Lee
(Seoul Women's University)
Kyung Hee Park
(Seoul Women's University)

This study aims at critically exploring the institutionalization of social care
through the Community Children's Center(CCC) from the perspective of the care
publicity. The authors advocates for a differentiated analytical framework and a
concept of care publicity from the publicity theory based on justice. They argues
that it is urgently needed to redefine the publicity when you take into serious
consideration the public-private divide. An analytical framework for child social
care was developed from critical discussions on both of the publicity theory and
the care ethic theory: defining care service as 'universal' welfare, setting the
policy goal reflecting the characteristics of caring such as concreteness and
responsiveness(the contents level of the publicity), institutionalizing care service
governance system which guarantees much greater discretion for care service
agencies(the procedural level of the publicity). With the care publicity framework,
the authors examine the case of CCC.

In conclusion, the examination on the child social care of CCC reveals some
limitations to its effectiveness. It could neither achieve its policy goal nor allow
democratic participation of various actors. The center often becomes a field
where stigmatization on its clients is taking place, rather than high quality care
for all children in the community is provided. The service delivered by the center
can be neither responsive to the concrete need of each child nor comprehensive.
The decision making process is high centralized even under the condition of a
greater 'welfare mix' in social service. In oder to improve publicity in the child
social care, the authors suggest a greater discretion and empowerment for its
private partners and practitioners of caring.

Key Words: Care Service, Social Service, Care Publicity, Publicity, Community
Children's Center
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