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Abstract

Associations of Bereaved Families of the October Uprising in
Daegu and the Movement for Transitional Justice
(Purge of the Past)

Sang-Sook Kim
(Dankook University)

The October Uprising of 1946 occurred because civilians and leftist disgruntled
the US Military Government policy including the appointment of pro-Japanese
Koreans, wrong-headed policies on food and people's livelihood, delays in land
reforms and oppression of leftists, and because they protested to the police and
administrative authorities. ‘Associations of Bereaved Families of the October
Uprising’ advocate the name of ‘the October Uprising and actively accommodate
the historical character of the uprising. They are leading the social movements to
clarify the legal truth and the rehabilitation of victims massacred civilians in Daegu
Gyeongbuk. And they embrace the bereaved who can not apply to clarify the legal
truth to the TRCK, while the state and other associations ignore them. After the
dissolution of the TRCK, the movement for transitional justice(purge of the past) has
been stagnant. In this situation, ‘Associations has been acting at the forefront of the
new bereaved movement. By looking at the process of formation and activities
‘Associations’, this article analyzes the status of the truth-finding movement about
the civilian massacre from 1946 October Uprising to Korea war, and discusses the

issues and problems of the movement for transitional justice(purge of the past).

Key Words: 1946 October uprising. Korean War. civilian massacre. transitional
justice(purge of the past). Associations of Bereaved Families. The
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Republic of Korea(TRCK).
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